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Dear Friends,

This week marks one month since becoming
your Transitional Pastor at Saron-First, and
what a joy it has been! You have welcomed me
with such warmth and generosity that I
already feel at home. There is no doubt that
your bountiful hospitality and strong sense of
community are divine gifts of this
congregation.

As I was reflecting these past few weeks, I was
remembering how transitions can affect us
differently. For me, this last month has been
extremely busy as I am trying to get familiar
with everything at Saron-First and prepare for
the months ahead. For others, things may
seem to be moving at a snail's pace as you
wait in anticipation for whatever may be
coming next. And for others, you may feel like
things are cruising along just fine. In seasons
of transition, some of us feel the urgency to
move quickly, while others find strength in
patient waiting.

{continued...}
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This Advent we will be reflecting on what it means to wait—and to
remain rooted during transitions. Waiting is difficult for most of us. We
like to see things moving forward and know the path that lies ahead.
But just because we cannot see the path ahead does not mean that
nothing is happening. Like a seed that needs time to swell and root
itself deep in the ground before it can sprout through the dirt, it may
be a while before we see what God is growing through the seeds he
has planted at Saron-First. Yet, if we stay connected to what God is
doing in the soil beneath us, we allow the roots of God's seeds to
strengthen and grow and flourish through us.

The Advent season reminds us that God's greatest work often happens
in hiddenness and waiting. Mary carried God’s promise for all of
creation for nine months before the world could behold the infant
Jesus. The prophets waited generations for the fulfillment of God's
covenant. And we, like those faithful witnesses before us, are called to
trust that God is at work even when we cannot yet see the fullness of
what He is bringing to birth.

Jesus came as the promised seed planted in the humblest of
circumstances—a manger in Bethlehem—yet he grew to become the
vine from which all things grow. This Advent, may we rest in the
assurance that the same God who brought forth the promised seed by
becoming human and dwelling among us is faithful to complete the
good work that has begun in us and through us at Saron-First.

With joy and gratitude,

Pastor Lisa Woicik
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Church Council Update

Dear Church - some of you may have questions about how things are
moving along on various fronts, so here is a status report:

Transitional Pastor — we have entered into a one-year contract with
Rev. Lisa Woicik (PCUSA) to serve as Transitional Pastor. Pastor Lisa
has been on board about a month and has moved into the parsonage.
In addition to pastoral duties, she will be working with us to assess the
needs of the congregation and will work with the Call Committee as we
begin the search for a settled pastor.

Call Committee - the members of this committee are LouJlean O’Brien,
Callie White, Elicia Enzler, John Rhodes, Glen Thompson and Randall
Daugherty. The committee will begin regular meetings in January.
Please keep them in prayer, as well as Pastor Lisa and our future
pastor, that God will clearly guide them in discerning His will for our
church.

Building Repairs — The West Wall work is complete. The wall was
rebuilt, sheathed in metal cladding and the stained-glass window
repaired and re-seated, including storm coverings. It looks

wonderful! Insurance payments for damages from last year’s lightning
strike have been received, totaling $377,981.03. The old section of the
building has been completely rewired. Invoices for all of the work
completed to date have been paid. The steeple has been examined by
a structural engineer, and plans have been made for its restoration.
Lupo Construction did not have space in their schedule to do the
repairs this Fall, so the work will be rescheduled in the Spring. In the
meantime, insurance reimbursements have been invested in Money
Market accounts to gain interest while we wait. These funds are almost
enough to cover the steeple rebuild. The two small stained-glass
windows in the steeple have been removed by Unique Art Glass for
repair. The copper top for the steeple has been completed and is on
display in Anderson Hall. Next, an electrical grounding system must be
designed and fabricated for installation in the steeple. Fundraising will
be needed to cover the cost of this system. The old steeple did not




contain one. We have been informed by our insurance company that
continuation of coverage will require this system. The front entry doors
to the sanctuary have been restored by Mark Johnson. They look
amazing.

Elevator - After multiple phone calls, emails and even personal visits,
we learned that the company office is only staffed from 6:30-7:00am.
We also learned that a waiver letter from the State is needed by the
elevator company for a work authorization. The waiver letter has been
requested, but schedule is unknown.

Royal Estate — James & Barbara Royal bequeathed their estate to the
church. This included their home, its contents, their truck and bank
accounts. All financial assets have been transferred into an estate
account. The truck title has been transferred to the church, and it has
been licensed and insured. The ramp in front of the house was
donated to the Polson Museum. Tools, kitchen gear, a freezer and lawn
equipment were moved to the Rose Center. Usable furniture without
sales value was donated to others. A yard sale raised $2,200 and eBay
sales have generated $250 to date. The church is paying ongoing
expenses related to the building. A short-term month-to-month tenant
is currently residing in the house, providing cleaning and upkeep in
addition to rent, offsetting some of the costs. A building analysis has
been conducted, and the property will soon be listed for sale. All
proceeds from the building sale will go to the estate account and upon
finalization will be transferred to the church.

Rose Center - repairs to the roof have been completed. A local
painting company has volunteered to paint the exterior of the building.
Colors have been selected, and the cost of the paint has been donated.
This work will be done in the Spring. The Girl Scouts have taken on
mowing the Rose Center lawn as a thank you for their meeting space.

Procedure Manuals - during the last few months, Bailey Cavender has
written Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) manuals for each major
area of church operations. She has worked with Pastor Michelle, Teri
Julian and Pastor Lisa to establish clear information and instructions




for committees and individuals so that anyone coming into a position
knows procedures and protocols.

Your church council is here for you. If you have questions or concerns,
do not hesitate to talk to us. We are humbled to be part of this church
family, and we want to do our best to serve God and our community.

Blessings,

Ruth Hamilton
Council President
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WE WILL NEED STRONG HELP ON TUESDAY, NOV 25™ TO GET THE 14 FOOT
TREE UP IN THE SANCTUARY. MEET AT 11AM AT SARON-IST.




Upcoming Events at Saron-1st

Tuesday, November 25th
— Tree Raising in the Sanctuary

Come help and raise the 14 foot Christmas Tree in the Sanctuary.
Meet at Saron-1st at 11am.

Sunday, November 30th
— Decorating 14’ Tree & Sanctuary

After worship, stay in the Sanctuary to help decorate the Christmas
tree. We will need at least 1 ladder-able person to decorate up high.

Thursday, December 4th
— Martha Circle Holiday Potluck

Martha Circle annual Holiday Potluck at noon in Anderson Hall. Karla &
JoAnn are hosting and bringing dessert. Please bring salads or other
lunch type goodies to share. There will be an wrapped ornament
exchange after lunch. Please also bring empty canning jars for Joyce
to make more jam.

Saturday, December 6t"

- S1/AG Youth Group Pageant Day & Performance

Bring the kiddos to Amazing Grace at noon, then all are invited to see
the performance at 5:00pm at Amazing Grace Lutheran Church, 111 E
4th Street, Aberdeen. There will be goodies and fellowship following as
well as a few things for sale to support the kids.




Sunday, December 7th

- Holiday Dinner

Sign-up for hosting and seating will be available next week. You may
host a table or be a guest at a hosted table. If you host, you may
decorate your table as you wish, using your own Christmas dinnerware
or you may borrow the Churchs’. You are also welcome to bring
goodies/wine for your table. Bring a side dish, dessert or salad to
share. The ham, potatoes and a vegetable will be cooked here by the
Totland and Reime families! We ask that hosts (& their guests?)
perform the clean-up of their own tables. If you have any questions,
please contact Teri in the office.

Wednesday, December 17th
— Community Meal

Join us for a great meal and great company. Dinner starts at 5:00pm
and will end at 6:30pm. Sign-up sheet for volunteers will be posted in
Moller Hall next week.

Saturday, December 20t"
— Hoquiam Light Parade

Please stay tuned to The Rose Blast for more information on this

event. We have been asked to sing Christmas Carols and the Girl
Scouts will join us to sing and hand out cocoa as the Light Parade
contestants are being judged at the DMV before the parade.

Sunday, December 21st
— Blue Christmas

The Holiday season is hard for those whose hearts are hurting. You are
not alone. Blue Christmas is a gentle, contemplative service for those
who are carrying pain or loss during this season of celebration.




Wednesday, December 24th

— Christmas Eve

The office is closed.

4:00pm - Joy to the World Service

5:00pm - Cookie and coffee fellowship
6:00pm - Christmas Eve Candlelight Service

Thursday, December 25t
— Christmas Day
Merry Christmas! The office is closed.

Wednesday, December 31st & Thursday, January 1st

- Happy New Year!
The office is closed.
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How can you help?

We are currently collecting money for the Gift Cards for Grizzlies
that supports at-risk youth during this difficult season for some. Please
support these kids by giving the office a donation to be able to
purchase the gift cards from St. Mary’s and distribute them before the
school Christmas break.

Our Food Drive, asking for soups, tuna, formula and peanut butter
will continue through the holidays. Please drop your donations in the
large wooden bin by the back door of Saron-1st,

Our Outreach shelves are running low. We could use the basics -
soap, shampoo, body wash, dental care, washclothes & towels. We are
also asking you to check out your closets for gently worn coats,
sweatshirts, hats, gloves, socks and blankets. The folks that come to
our Community Meal really delight in having these items available for
them. They need our help more than ever.

Opportunity Drawing Baskets that have been on the table in Moller
Hall are going to be given away on November 23, Tickets are only $1
and can be purchased at church events and through the office. The
large “Chef’s Basket” is supporting the Save Saron fund. The small
basket is for the Gift Cards for Grizzlies and there is also a can to drop
a donation.

S1/AG Youth Group Goodies for Sale are on the table in Moller
Hall. Hot cocoa jars, cookie mix jars, sugar scrubs and cookies are all
for sale. Purchases can be made through the office. Proceeds support
the Youth.




Check out Taylor’s eBay Shop (link is available in The Rose Blast) for
some hard to find and unique Christmas Gifts. Most of these items
came from the collections that we inherited from the Royal’s.

If you donate via PayPal, there is a new link that is now attached to
our email address. It will be available each week in the Rose Blast, on
our website: sarongraysharbor.org, or through PayPal using our email
address: sarongraysharbor@gmail.com.

Carrie Larson poured her heart into gathering our beloved recipes and
creating a current Saron Lutheran-1st Presbyterian Cookbook! This
wonderful book full of our church family foods will warm your heart.
$20 each available through the office.

Joyce Easton has been working over a hot stove to make these
fabulous jams and jellies using fresh berries handpicked by her and a
few friends. Currently $5 each available in Anderson Hall.

Thrivent, a Lutheran-founded, not-for-profit financial services
organization, has programs in place to assist with special congregation
projects or help you designate funds. If you have a Thrivent account
and you’d like to consider gifting to your church through their
programs, contact your Thrivent representative or the Office.
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Commumty Meal
December 17t

Look for the sign-up sheet in Moller
Hall on the table. We will need kitchen
help, set-up crew, clean-up crew,
helpers/servers, donations of
bread, salad, dessert, and drinks.
The meal runs from 5-6:30pm. Come
eat a hot meal & bring your friends!

Union Gospel Mission
Team 2 is December 15t

If you are interested in joining a team,
please contact the office.

Outreach Closet

The cold, gray, rainy weather is here!
We are low on hygiene products and
cold weather items. Please consider
donating. More than ever, our friends
need our help. Along with the usual

hygiene products that everyone needs,
we are asking you to go through your

closets and drawers and consider
donating cold weather items to our
friends that so desperately need them.

Coats, hats, gloves, blankets & socks
are needed. If you cannot drop off at
the church, please contact the office

and we will pick up.
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for fanulies & friends of alcoholics

Get A Life
(Al-Anon Family Group)
Mondays from 6pm-7pm
Wednesdays from 7pm-8pm

Holds hybrid meetings at
The Rose Center
(210 K Street, Hoquiam)
twice a week.

Their meetings are open to
everyone.

Get A Life Al-Anon Family
Group

https://www.southpugetsoundal-

anon.org/

Harbor Food Pantry
Wednesdays at 10:30am

Donations of money for gas,
and bags for the food
giveaway are appreciated.
Contact Rick Parker if you are
interested in volunteering for
this effort.
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Ministries

Coffee Hour
Wednesdays at 10am

You are invited to join us for our
weekly Coffee Fellowship
gathering in the Fireside Room at
Saron. Bring a treat and some
conversation.

LA3+P=(RIOT) Book Club

December 18t at 1:00pm

The Lutheran Literary Ladies
plus Presbyterians equals
Reading Is Our Thing
meets in the Fireside Room at
Saron. Join us for treats and
conversation in this casual book
club.

Choir
Wednesdays at 6:30pm
Scheduled Sundays 9:30-11am

Come join us for our weekly
Choir rehearsal to make joyful
noise to the Lord! All abilities and
ages are welcome. Performances
are scheduled on Sundays
September-June.

Martha Circle
December 4t at 12pm

The ladies of Martha Circle will be
having their annual holiday
potluck and ornament exchange.
Join us if you would like to be part
of a lovely group doing the good
things.

Traveling Blessings
by appointment

Contact Pastor Pam Hunter if you
would like to schedule an
appointment with our Spiritual
Director.

Girl Scouts
Thursdays from 5pm-8pm

Girl Scout Troop #40949 will be
utilizing The Rose Center for their
weekly meetings on Thursday
evenings and occasional special
events. If you have a child you
would like to have join this Troop,
contact Teri in the office for
information.




ADVENT PRAYERS

A Prayer for Christmas Preparations

Lord Jesus,

Master of both the light and the darkness, send Your Holy Spirit upon

our preparations for Christmas.

We who have so much to do seek quiet spaces to hear Your voice each

day.

We who are anxious over many things look forward to Your coming

among us.

We who are blessed in so many ways long for the complete joy of Your

kingdom.

We whose hearts are heavy seek the joy of Your presence.

We are Your people, walking in darkness, yet seeking the light.

To You we say, 'Come Lord Jesus!" Amen.

—Joel Mason )
o
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Let Your goodness Lord appear to us, that we
made in your image, conform ourselves to it.
In our own strength
we cannot imitate Your majesty, power, and wonder
nor is it fitting for us to try.

But Your mercy reaches from the heavens
through the clouds to the earth below.

You have come to us as a small child,
but you have brought us the greatest of all gifts,
the gift of eternal love
Caress us with Your tiny hands,
embrace us with Your tiny arms
and pierce our hearts with Your soft, sweet cries.
—St. Bernard of Clairvaux, 1090-1153




God of hope, who brought love into this world,
be the love that dwells between us.
God of hope, who brought peace into this world,
be the peace that dwells between us.
God of hope, who brought joy into this world,
be the joy that dwells between us.
God of hope, the rock we stand upon,
be the centre, the focus of our lives
always, and particularly this Advent time.
—John Birch

Advent Poem

LEAP!
Luke 1: 39-45
The dream is no longer deferred. So we leap! We can’t help it!
It rises up from within. From deep, guttural places.
You can’t contain our dance! Feel the pit-pat! Hear the tip-tap!
That’s the rhythm of freedom. Let the babies dance!
Let them tell us of salvation. Let them lead us to liberation!
The babies are inviting us into the dance of a future on the threshold
of birth. And we will leap! We will leap!
We will leap! All the way there!
— God Speaks Through Wombs: Poems on God's Unexpected Coming
by Drew Jackson
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NOVEMBER @ Saron-1st

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
1
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
ALL SAINTS Pastor Lisa at | ELECTION DAY - -
SUNDAY class & =2 10a 10:30a
DST ENDS meeting : 10a Coffee 9a Holiday -2p
- Office is Hour Martha | Bazaar | Holiday
10a Worship Closed Circle | set-up | Bazaar
w/Sunday School 10a-3p Apple
11a Fellowship & Sons of Norway 5-8p Sons of Pie ﬁjf::ﬁ:u
Birthday Celebration Lefse baking Norway Baking | christmas
Tree
3:30p
Youth
craft
party at
Amazing
Grace
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
LECT 32 (PENT 22) VETERANS DAY
: 10a Coffee 10a VR 1p
10a Worship chlf(i’cszés Hour Memorial Val
w/Sunday School set-up | Rhodes’
11a Fellowship Climate 6:30p Choir Memorial
Resmencg practice
Team meeting
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
CHRIST THE KING
UGM Team 1 1p Admin 10a Coffee ip
10a Worship Choir Zoom Hour LA3+P
w/Sunday School 9a-6p =
11a Fellowship Toni Black 5-6:30p (RIOT)
family dinner Community
3-6p Mycology Class Meal
& Dinner Fundraiser
6:30-9p 6:30p Choir
GHMTA Meeting practice
& Program
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
Native American PL remote PL remote PL off THANKS
_ GIVING
Heritage Sunday 11a Tree PL
Pastor Linda Smith Raising in Office is holiday
Pastor Lisa off Sanctuary Closed
10a Worship Office
w/Sunday School 11:15am 6:30p Choir is
11a Fellowship Adult practice? | Closed
Education
1:30p VASA Ministry?
30
ADVENT 1
10a Worship

w/Sunday School
*Christmas
Decorating*
11a Fellowship




NOVEMBER @ The

Rose Center

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
1
Pastor Lisa
overnight—
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
ALL ELECTION
SAINTS 5:30p-7:30p DAY 10:30a 5-8p Girl 8a-2p
SUNDAY GAL AFG Harbor Food | Scout Troop Private
DST ENDS Pantry 40949 Event
Newrizons
Pastor Lisa 6:30p-8:30p Meeting
overnight— GAL AFG
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
LECT 32 VETERANS
(PENT 22) | 5:30p-7:30p DAY 10:30a 5-8p Girl Pastor Pam - Rhodes
GAL AFG Harbor Food | Scout Troop Spiritual Family
Pantry 40949 Direction overnight —»
6:30p-8:30p Rhodes
GAL AFG Family
overnight -
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
LECT 33 Rhodes
(PENT 23) | 5:30p-7:30p Rhodes Family Rhodes
GAL AFG Family overnight —» Family
Rhodes overnight —» leaves
Family Rhodes 10:30a
overnight - Family Harbor Food 5-8p Girl
overnight —» Pantry Scout Troop
40949
6:30p-8:30p
GAL AFG
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
CHRIST THANKSGIVING
THE KING | 5:30p-7:30p 10:30a .
GAL AFG Harbor Food | Private
Pantry EV‘.""t
Julian
6:30p-8:30p Dinner Party
GAL AFG
30

ADVENT 1




DECEMBER @ Saron-1st

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
1 2 3 4 5 6
10a Coffee Hour 12p Youth @
11:15am 12p Martha AG for
Adult 5-8p Sons of Circle potluck pageant
Education Norway rehearsal
Ministry
6:30p Choir 5p
practice Christmas
Pageant @
Amazing
Grace
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
2 ADVENT 10a Coffee Hour
11:15am
10a Worship Adult 6:30p Choir
w/Sunday Education practice
School Ministry
11:30a
*Holiday
Dinner*
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
3 ADVENT UGM 10a Coffee Hour
Team 2 11:15am 1p LA3+P= Hoquiam
e wndowr) Adult 5-6:30p (RIOT) Light
Education | Community Meal Parade
10a Worship Ministry event at
Choir 6:30p Choir Saron-1st
performance practice & DMV
w/Sunday
School
11a Fellowship
1:30p VASA
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
4 ADVENT HANUKKAH CHRISTMAS EVE CHRISTMAS DAY
FIRST DAY OF E'(‘@Ps 11:15am
R sundown) Adult Office closed K:’éﬁﬁé‘\
10a Worship Education )
Choir Ministry 4p Joy to the PL Holiday
performance World Service :
11a Fellowship Office
5p Fellowship closed
5p Blue
Christmas 6p Candlelight
Service
28 29 30 31 JAN 1
1 CHRISTMAS NEW YEAR’S EVE KWANZAA ENDS
PL Off PL Off
PL Off PL Off Office
closed
10a Worship Office closed
11a Fellowship




DECEMBER @ The Rose Center

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
1 2 3 4 5 6
5:30p-7:30p 10:30a 5-8p Girl Scout 11a HFP
GAL AFG Harbor Food Troop 40949 Toy
Pantry Giveaway
6:30p-8:30p
GAL AFG
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
2 ADVENT
5:30p-7:30p 10:30a 5-8p Girl Scout
GAL AFG Harbor Food Troop 40949
Pantry
6:30p-8:30p
GAL AFG
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
3 ADVENT
5:30p-7:30p 10:30a 5-8p Girl Scout
HANUKKAH GAL AFG Harbor Food Troop 40949
BEGINS Pantry
(@ sundown)
6:30p-8:30p
GAL AFG
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
4 ADVENT HANUKKAH CHRISTMAS | CHRISTMAS
FIRST DAY OF ENDS EVE DAY
WINTER (@ sundown)
10:30a KWANZAA
5:30p-7:30p Harbor Food BEGINS
GAL AFG Pantry
6:30p-8:30p
GAL AFG
28 29 30 31 JAN 1
1 CHRISTMAS NEW KWANZAA
5:30p-7:30p YEAR'S EVE ENDS
Private Event GAL AFG
Nova’s Birthday 10:30a
Party Harbor Food
Pantry
6:30p-8:30p
GAL AFG




DECEMBER

Ist - Jody Wayman
3rd - Bailey Cavender
4th - Shirley Ward
4th - Becky Root
4th - Phil Slep
9th - Troy George
13th - K. Klein
17th - Pat Morgan
17th - Ron Bacon
20th - Karla Johnson
24th - Tony Enzler
28th - Richard Easton
28th - Nova Julian
29th - Paula Boerner
29th - Sharal Whitecliff-Patton

Saron-1st Birthdays

We celebrate monthly birthdays on the first Sunday of the month during
Fellowship. Cards are available to sign during the first 2 weeks of the
month on the card table in the corner of Anderson Hall. Please take a

moment to sign the cards as they bring joy to our friends!




Property Notes

Property Meeting in January at 6pm in the Fireside Room.

Property Issues?

There is a Property Maintenance binder and a corresponding clipboard on the
literature table in Moller Hall. The clipboard will contain forms that you can
fill out with maintenance requests. We are asking you to put as much detail

as you can about your request on the form as well as your name, phone
number and date requested. The forms will be reviewed, and they will be
noted when the work has been worked on or completed. We are hoping this
will make a better trail for maintenance needs and completion, from here
out. Also, for those that are looking for something to do and want to help at
the church, you will be able to look in the book and see if there is a task that
you would be willing to take on, complete the task and sign and date the
form. Thank you for your generous hearts and hands.

The Rose Center

The Rose Center proudly hosts Al-Anon & Girl Scout meetings,
workshops, safe visitation space, some catering/baking, celebrations of
life, meditation, bridal showers, clergy overnights, and a few birthday
parties (it's a great spot for a party)!

If you or your group needs a space, contact Teri in the office at
(360) 532-4611 or email sarongraysharbor@gmail.com.

Saron-15t Council

The next Council Meeting is scheduled in December, after worship service.

Saron - 1st Church Office The Rose Center
Offi 708 8th Street 210 K Street
ice Hours P.O. Box 517 P.O. Box 517
Mon - Thurs Hoquiam, WA 98550 Hoquiam, WA
9:00am - 1:00pm (360) 532-4611 (360) 637-9451

sarongraysharbor@gmail.com
www.sarongraysharbor.org
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